
Tough Adversary? Don’t Blame Sun Tzu

Gregory Carpenter, DrPH, FRSA
Chief Security Officer
KnowledgeBridge International



Agenda
• Introduction
• Forward
• Chinese Influence

• Historical Works
• Historical Context
• Contemporary Interpretations
• Contemporary Practice

• Russian Influence
• Foundations in Soviet Doctrine
• World War II, Cold War & Soviet 

Experience
• Modern Russian Doctrine

• Comparative Analysis
• Summary





WE HAVE TWO LIVES,

AND THE SECOND BEGINS WHEN
WE REALIZE WE ONLY HAVE ONE.

― CONFUCIUS (孔⼦)
Kong Qiu (孔丘)



WHAT THE WEST THINKS
OF WHEN WE SAY KONG



Forward



Supersession of JP Supersession of JP 3-13, Information Operations, 27 November 2012; 
Incorporating Change 1, 20 November 2014: information operations; information 
operations intelligence integration; information-related capability; information superiority

Information Warfare Education in the USA



Information Warfare Education in the USA

Influence and Perception Management Office

“Pentagon financial documents from 2022 offer a 
laconic and largely impenetrable description of IPMO. 
The Office, it is said, ‘will serve as the senior advisor’ to 
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence & Security, 
Ronald S. Moultrie, on ‘strategic and operational 
influence and perception management (reveal and 
conceal) matters’”



Information Warfare Education in the USA



• The Art of War (Sun Tzu)
• Six Secret Teachings (Jiang Ziya (Taigong))
• The Methods of the Sima (also known as Sima 

Rangju Art of War)
• Wuzi (Wu Qi)
• Wei Liaozi (Wei Liao)
• Three Strategies (Huang Shigong)
• Questions and Replies between Tang Taizong and 

Li Weigong (Li Weigong)

Chinese Influences
Seven Military
Classics



• Sun Bin's Art of War
• Guiguzi (Gui Guzi) (⻤⾕⼦)
• The Thirty-Six Stratagems (author unknown)
• Wujing Zongyao (Li Jing and others)
• Huolongjing (Jiao Yu)
• Jixiao Xinshu (Qi Jiguang)
• The Book of Swindles (Unknown)
• Wubei Zhi (compiled by Chen Xie)

Chinese Influences
Significant Additional
Military Classics



• Warring States
• Century of Humiliation 
• 8-1-1929

Chinese Influences



Warring States
Chinese Influences

Battle of Changping (⻑平之戰)

Strength

450,000 550,000

Casualties and losses

400,000 dead (large 
portion executed 

after capture)

c. 250,000 dead

State of Zhao State of Qin



Contemporary Interpretations



Contemporary Interpretations

• Heaven in dealing with Earth, is ruthless,
• Using the ten thousand phenomena as straw dogs.
• The sage, in dealing with humankind, is ruthless,
• Using all of the people as straw dogs.

• Fое moves in, I scram.
• Fое backs off, I haze him.
• Fое worn down, I clout him.
• Fое scrams, I track and trounce him.

Mao Zedong’s Art of War: 第五章⽑泽东兵法与作战指挥艺术



美国学者认为，“21世纪掌握制⽹
权与19世纪掌握制海权、20 世纪
掌握制空权具有⼀样的决定意义”。

According to American scholars, 
“mastery of the Internet in the 21st 
century is as decisive as mastery 
of the sea in the 19th century and 
mastery of the air in the 20th 
century”.

Contemporary Practice



Contemporary Practice

1. Public Administration
2. Football Refereeing
3. Practical Knotting Techniques
4. The Communist Party of China
5. The Art of War
6. Psychology and Life
7. Military Theory 

Comprehension
8. Sports & Health
9. TCM Health Methodology
10. Psychology & Life



Russian Influence



World War II, Cold War & 
Soviet Experience



Modern Russian Doctrine



Comparative Analysis

Similarities



Comparative Analysis

Differences



Summary
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